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Blood Cancer J 12.8 103 3 (2.9%)
2 (1.9%) 

Hematol Oncol 232.29

Leuk Lymph 472.996 2 (4.3%)

J Hematol Oncol 62

Pediatr Blood Cancer 603.84

J Pediatr Haematol 
Oncol 30.79

Leuk Res 71.78

Leukemia 9511.53
5 (5.3%)

3 (3.2%)

*Of note, the journal, Blood, was not captured as a 
haemato-oncology journal with our methodology. 
Future analysis will include this journal
†When mentioned, enhancement is optional.
‡Support for enhancement is offered by the journal.
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▪ Graphical abstracts (GAs) and plain language 
summaries (PLSs) are effective tools for 
communicating clinical data to healthcare 
professionals and patients, and they were 
endorsed in the GPP 2022 guidelines to 
improve the accessibility of research 
information to a wider audience1-4 

▪ Nevertheless, our previous findings showed 
that the uptake of both GAs and PLSs were 
limited in Parkinson’s disease journals (ISMPP 
2023),5 and the uptake of PLSs were low in 
nephrology and gastroenterology journals 
(ISMPP EU 2024)6

▪ Journal Selector (Sylogent, an Anju Software 
Company) was used to identify journals which 
published gastroenterology, nephrology and 
haemato-oncology literature using the major 
Medical Subject Headings ‘gastroenterology 
and hepatology,’ ‘nephrology’ and ‘oncology,’ 
respectively. Oncology journals with haem, 
haemothr, haematol, blood, or leuk in the title 
were selected as “haemato-oncology” journals. 

▪ PubMed was then used to screen these 
journals to identify those which had published 
≥40 articles per the following criteria: 
- Filters ‘Clinical Trial,’ ‘Clinical Trial, Phase III’ and 

‘Randomized Controlled Trial’
- Publication date: 1 January 2019, to 1 October 2024

- ‘Hepatology’-only journals were excluded  
▪ Selected journals were also assessed 

manually to determine the following: 
- Whether GA and PLS were mentioned in the 

journal guideline 
- The numbers of articles with GA and PLS (in 

freely available articles only) 
- The impact factor of the journal
- Journal use of social media (Facebook, X, 

YouTube and LinkedIn) 
- Altmetric scores readily available on journal 

website    

▪ Assess the influence of the GPP 2022 
guidelines on author instructions and 
information provided by journals regarding 
GAs and PLSs 2 years on from the publication 
enhancer endorsement   

▪ Extend the analysis performed on GAs and PLSs 
uptake in nephrology and gastroenterology 
journals by 1 year and perform the same 
analysis in haemato-oncology journals 

▪ Examine the impact of GAs on Altmetric scores 

Of the 14 journals included in the analysis, 10 offered GAs and 9 offered PLSs
Among the journals included in our ISMPP EU 2024 analysis,6 1 journal (Blood Purifi) has updated 
their authors’ guide to include GA, and 1 journal (Kidney Int) has updated their authors’ guide to 
include PLS

Of the 26 journals analysed, 19 offered GAs and 4 offered PLSs
Among the journals included in our ISMPP EU 2024 analysis,6 4 journals (Gut, J Gastrointest Surg, 
J Pediatr Gastroenterol Nutr and World J Gastroenterol) have updated their authors’ guide to 
include GAs and 3 journals (J Pediatr Gastroenterol Nutr, Neurogastroenterol Motil and Scand J 
Gastroenterol) have updated their authors’ guide to include PLS 

Only open access/freely available journals were included in this analysis; Templates for enhancement (GA or PLS) were not provided by any journal assessed; All enhancements were requested by journals at submission except for haematol Oncol, which requested PLS post-publication.
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26 journals

14 journals

15 offered GAs only
4 offered both GAs and PLSs
0 offered PLSs only
4

Articles with GAs 

Articles with PLSs

1048 articles

229
(22%)

11 (1%)

2 (<1%) articles had both GAs and PLSs

29.5

89

‡ ‡

‡ ‡

2 offered GAs only
8 offered both GAs and PLSs
1 offered PLSs only
8

681 articles

315
(46%)

32
(5%)

25 (4%) articles had both GAs and PLSs
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> Introduction

> Results

> Objectives

New analysis in haemato-oncology journals*[One year follow-up analysis]

Across 498 articles 
analysed, 8 GAs (2%) and 
7 PLSs (1%) were found 

Of the 9 journals 
analysed, 5 offered GAs 
and 3 offered PLSs

Across 1048 articles 
analysed, 299 GAs 
(22%) and 11 PLSs 
(1%) were found

Across 681 articles 
analysed, 315 GAs 
(46%) and 32 (5%) PLSs 
were found 

One year on, GA uptake continues to be higher (nephrology: 46% and gastroenterology: 22%) than 
PLS uptake (nephrology: 5% and gastroenterology: 1%). The uptake of GAs and PLSs were found to 
be the lowest in haemato-oncology journals (2% and 1%, respectively) among the therapeutic 
areas analysed. A trend toward higher Altmetric scores was observed in articles with a GA versus 
those without, although this requires further analysis.

> Conclusion

> Research design & methods

▪ Following our ISMPP 2024 analysis,6 
1 nephrology and 1 gastroenterology journal 
introduced GA and PLS offerings in line with 
GPP 2022 guidelines.  However, the overall 
uptake of GAs and PLSs remains low among 
publishers and authors in these therapeutic 
areas, suggesting slow adoption of these 
publication extenders 

▪ In haemato-oncology journals, the utilisation 
of GAs and PLSs was also low; including in 
journals with GAs and PLSs mentioned in 
author guidelines. The limited uptake maybe 
attributed to the optional nature of these 
publication extenders and the lack of 
standardised templates to assist authors 

▪ Across all therapeutic areas, utilisation of GAs 
remains more popular than PLSs.  Ease of GA 
use in social media, availability of standalone 
PLSs in dedicated journals, and target 
audiences other than patients/general 
population may have influenced this trend 

▪ Articles with GAs trended towards higher 
altmetric scores than articles without GAs in 
all therapeutic areas, with the most 
pronounced increase in nephrology journals. 
Future research is needed to determine if 
altmetric scores continue to increase in 
articles with GAs.

▪ The visually appealing and easily digestible 
format of GAs and PLSs has the potential to 
reach wider audiences and should be 
encouraged in an effort to bring more value 
to scientific publications. 

▪ More journals and publishers should be 

encouraged to offer GAs and PLSs to maximise 
extending the reach of publications

▪ For authors, selecting to publish in journals that 
offer GA and PLS can enhance the attention 
and engagement metrics of their articles, 
especially when shared via social media 

Articles with GAs 

Articles with PLSs

with
GAs 
with
PLS

Nephrology journals

Gastroenterology journals

A trend toward 
higher Altmetric 
scores in articles 
with a GA versus 
those without was 
observed, 
particularly in the 
nephrology articles.

Altmetric scores were collected in October 2024 for articles published in journals with Altmetric scores freely available. In total, 
599, 574 and 430 articles were included for nephrology, gastroenterology and haemato-oncology journals, respectively, with 177, 
163 and 58 articles with no Altmetric score excluded.

Date of preparation January 2025.

Analysis on graphical abstract and plain language 
summary usage patterns in select publications

Altmetric scores

> Discussion

> Recommendations


